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Application Instructions

How to Apply for Freshman Admission

• �Complete the enclosed application or apply on-line at  
www.canisius.edu/admissions.  Canisius College is also a member of 
the Common Application and gives full and equal consideration 
to students who use this method to apply for admission. You may 
obtain a paper copy of the Common Application or apply on-line  
at www.commonapp.org.  

• �Submit your completed paper application or the on-line counselor 
recommendation form to your high school counselor so s/he can 
complete the recommendation and attach an official copy of your 
high school transcript and standardized test scores.

• �Have the results of your SAT or ACT exam sent directly to Canisius 
College when you register for either exam. The Canisius SAT code 
is #2073. The ACT code is #2690.

Note: If you are an adult applicant age 22 or older applying for freshman 
admission, you are not required to submit SAT or ACT scores, but 
please submit a statement describing your activity/employment since 
leaving high school.

All application materials should be sent to:

Canisius College
Office of Undergraduate Admissions
2001 Main Street
Buffalo, NY 14208-1098

Contact information:

Toll-free:	1-800-843-1517
Local:	 716-888-2200
Web:	 www.canisius.edu/admissions
E-mail:	 admissions@canisius.edu

Important Canisius College Codes:

SAT:	 2073
ACT:	 2690
FAFSA:	 002681

Rolling Admission and Priority Notification

Canisius adheres to a rolling admission policy that allows you to apply 
at any time until the class is full. Canisius offers a priority consideration 
deadline of November 15. If you apply by this time, you will receive 
your admissions decision and scholarship notification by December 15. 
If you choose this option, you will still have until May 1, the national 
Candidates’ Reply Date Agreement, to make your college decision. 
High school seniors who do not apply by November 15 are encouraged 
to apply by March 1 of your senior year for full and equal consideration.

Admissions and Financial Aid Timeline for High School Seniors

October – November

• �Submit your application for admission and all supporting documents 
and academic information. You will be considered automatically for 
an academic merit scholarship when you apply for admission  
to Canisius.

• �Visit Canisius for one of our Academic Open Houses or on a 
Saturday or weekday between September and December to learn 
more about our diverse academic programs, student life opportunities, 
admission and financial aid. You can schedule your visit on-line  
at www.canisius.edu/visit.

December – January

• �Watch the mail for your admissions decision letter and academic 
merit scholarship notification if you applied for admission in 
October or November.

• �If you intend to apply for Canisius’ music or art scholarships, be 
sure to do so by the appropriate deadlines in January or February. 
More information about the scholarships and on-line applications 
may be found at www.canisius.edu/finearts.

• �Visit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) Web 
site at fafsa.ed.gov to sign up for your pin number. This will make it 
easier and faster for you to apply for financial aid in a timely manner. 
Both you and your parent or guardian will need a pin number, which 
serves as your on-line signature.

January – February

• �Be sure that your parent or guardian files the FAFSA to be considered 
for all forms of financial aid available at Canisius. We recommend 
that you file the FAFSA on-line at fafsa.ed.gov for the fastest pro-
cessing time. The Canisius FAFSA code is 002681.

March – April – May 1

• �Attend one of our many events for accepted applicants. Invitations 
to these events are sent by mail and more information can be found 
on-line at www.canisius.edu/accepted.

• �Watch the mail for your financial aid award if you filed the FAFSA 
by February 15. Read the award letter carefully and contact the 
Office of Student Financial Aid with any questions you may have, 
toll-free at 1-800-541-6348 or in Western New York at 716-888-2300.

• �Your tuition ($200) and housing ($200) deposits are due by 
May 1 to reserve your seat in the freshman class. Housing and 
orientation assignments are prioritized based on date of deposit, so  
we recommend that you send your deposit as soon as you have 
made the decision to enroll. Deposits may be sent to the Office of 
Admissions. You may also pay your deposit by credit card on-line 
at www.canisius.edu/accepted or by calling the Office of Admissions 
toll-free at 1-800-843-1517 or in Western New York at 716-888-2200.



Canisius College  
Undergraduate Application� Application Fee: $40

Personal Information

|	 |	 |	 |
Last Name	 First Name	 Middle Initial	 Former Last Name (If Applicable)

|	 | Month                   Day                   Year	 |   Male       Female	 |
Preferred First Name	 Date of Birth	 Gender	 Social Security Number

|	 |	 |	 |
Permanent Home Mailing Address	 City	 State	 Zip

(                      )	 (                      )	 |
Phone Number	 Cell Phone Number	 E-mail Address

Are you a U.S. citizen or permanent resident?       Yes       No      If no, please explain status:	 |

	 Country of Citizenship

Are you Hispanic/Latino?         Yes      No     

What is your race?  (Select one or more) 

 American Indian or Alaska Native       Asian      Black or African American       Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander      White

Educational Background
List below, in chronological order, all high schools and colleges or universities you have attended. Misrepresentation in any statement made here 
may be considered sufficient reason for refusal of admission.

Name of School	 City/State	 Date Entered	 Date Left	 Date Graduated or Reason Left

|  	 |  	 |  	 |  	 |  

|  	 |  	 |  	 |  	 |  

|  	 |  	 |  	 |  	 |  

List all courses in which you are currently enrolled:

|	 |	 |	 |

|	 |	 |	 |

List all dates you have taken or will take the SAT-I or ACT exam:	 |	 |	 |	 |
	 SAT Month/Year	 SAT Month/Year	 ACT Month/Year	 ACT Month/Year

Semester you wish to enroll:       Fall       Spring            Year:

Are you applying to be a:       Freshman       Transfer Student

Have you previously applied to or attended Canisius College?       Yes       No      If yes, when?

Do you intend to live in Canisius College housing?       Yes       No*  
Freshman and sophomores are required to live on-campus unless they will be commuting from their parents’ home.

Do you intend to apply for financial aid?       Yes       No      

This has no impact on the admission decision; it simply allows us to communicate with you about the financial aid timeline.



Academic Interests
Please indicate your first and second choice of major by placing a 1 and 2 on the lines next to your selections.  If you are still considering a variety of major options, 
check the box in the Uncertain section that best describes your interests.  Please note that you are not locked in to the major you choose on this application.  You may 
change your major at any time. 

In addition to your choice of major(s), please indicate your interest in any of the following programs.

The College of Arts and Sciences

Humanities

	 Anthropology | ANT

	 Art History | AHM

	 Communication Studies | COM

	 Computer Science (BA) | CSC

	 Criminal Justice | CRJ

	 Digital Media Arts | DMA

	 English | ENG

	 European Studies | EUR *

	 French | FRC

	 German | GER

	 History | HIS

	 International Relations | INT

	 Mathematics & Statistics | MAT

	 Music | MUS

	 Philosophy | PHI

	 Political Science | PSC

	 Psychology | PSY

	 Religious Studies | RST

	 Sociology | SOC

	 Spanish | SPA

	 Urban Studies | URS *

	

School of Education and Human Services**

	� Adolescence Education
		  (Grades 7-12) | EDAD

	� Childhood Education 
		  (Grades 1-6) | EDCH

	� Early Childhood Education 
		  (Birth-Grade 2) | EDEC

	� Early Childhood/Childhood Education 
		  (Birth-Grade 6) | ECCH

	 Physical Education | PHED

	 Physical/Health Education | PEHL

	� Special Education/
		  Early Childhood Education | SPEB

	 Special Education/Childhood Education | SPE1

	 Athletic Training/Sports Medicine | ATM

Uncertain?

If unsure of a specific major, check the box in one of 
the following areas that best describes your interest:

	� Humanities

	 Business Administration

	 Education

	 Natural Science

	 Not sure at this time

Natural Sciences

	� Animal Behavior, Ecology 
		  and Conservation | ABEC

	 Biochemistry | BCH

	 Bioinformatics | BIF

	 Biology | BIO

	 Chemistry | CHM

	 Clinical Laboratory Science | MDT

	 Computer Science (BS) | CSC

	 Environmental Science | ENV

	 Physics | PHY

	 3+2 Engineering Program with 
	 SUNY at Buffalo (UB) | ENGR

	 3+2 Engineering Program with 
	 Penn State Behrend | ENGR

Richard J. Wehle School of Business

	 Accounting | ACC

	 Accounting Information Systems | AIS

	 Economics | ECO

	 Entrepreneurship | ENT

	� Fashion Merchandising with Fashion Institute
		  of Technology | FIT

	 Finance | FIN

	 Information Systems | MIS

	 International Business | IBUS

	� Management | MGT

	 Marketing | MKT

Pre-Professional Programs

	� Pre-Dental | DEN

	� Pre-Law | LAW

	� Pre-Medical | MED

	� Pre-Pharmacy | PHAR

	� Pre-Veterinary | VET

Joint Degree Programs ***

	�� Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine 
(D.O.) | JOP

	�� New York College of Podiatric 
Medicine | JOP

	�� Ohio College of Podiatric Medicine | JOP

	� SUNY at Buffalo (UB) Dental School | JOP

	� SUNY College of Optometry | JOP

*  * Only offered as a dual major

  ** All Education majors also select an academic concentration in the College of Arts & Sciences

*** Please see Joint Degree Program admission information on back inside cover



Additional Information

Please tell us more about your extracurricular involvement(s). You may attach an additional document if necessary.

|	 |

|	 |

List any employment or military service:

|	 |
Position	 Dates of Employment

|	 |
Position	 Dates of Employment

List all other colleges/universities to which you have applied:†

|	 |	 |

|	 |	 |

  Check here if you wish to receive Army ROTC (Reserve Officers Training Corps) information.

Essay
Please write a brief essay of at least 250 words about a significant experience, achievement or person in your life, or another topic of interest to you. 

Letters of Recommendation
Please include up to two letters of recommendation from teachers or school administrators (i.e. school counselor, principal, etc.).

Family Information
Occasionally the Office of Admissions corresponds with your parent(s) or guardian(s). Please tell us to whom and where to send this information.

Check one:       Mr. & Mrs.       Mr. Only       Ms. Only       Other

|	 |
First Name(s)	 Last Name(s)

|	 |	 |	 |
Mailing Address	 City	 State	 Zip

(                      )	 |
Phone Number	 E-mail Address

|	 |
Father’s Occupation and Place of Employment	 Mother’s Occupation and Place of Employment

Are you the child of a Canisius College faculty or staff member?       Yes       No      

Did either your mother or father attend college?       Yes       No

Did either your mother or father serve in the armed forces?       Yes       No

Do you have older siblings who attended/are attending college?       Yes       No

Did your father graduate from Canisius College?       Yes       No	 |	 |
	 Year(s)	 Degree(s) Earned

Did your mother graduate from Canisius College?       Yes       No	 |	 |
	 Year(s)	 Degree(s) Earned

|	 Older:                              Younger:
If your mother is a graduate of Canisius, please indicate her maiden name	 Number of Siblings

† Optional



Have you ever been convicted of a felony or a misdemeanor (except a traffic violation)?       Yes        No

|
If yes, give details

Your signature is necessary to process your application

I certify that the information which I have given on these pages is complete and true to the best of my knowledge. I agree that if I am accepted for 
admission, I shall comply with all the rules and regulations of the college, which may be in effect or which shall be put into effect while I am a student.

|	 |
Student’s Signature	 Date

Counselor Recommendation
Please enclose the following with the application and submit materials to: 
Canisius College
Office of Undergraduate Admissions
2001 Main Street
Buffalo, NY 14208-1098:

 Student transcript, including results of SAT or ACT exams       Additional documentation such as an essay, resume or letters of recommendation       Your school profile

|	 |
Counselor’s Name	 Title

|	 |
School Name	 School Code (CEEB)

(                      )	 |
Phone Number	 E-mail Address

Student’s cumulative average:	  Weighted       Unweighted      |  Student’s class standing:	 of

In comparison with other college preparatory students at your school, the applicant’s course selection is:      

 Most Demanding       Demanding       Average

Percentage of graduating class attending:      Four-year institutions:                                                            %      Two-year institutions:                                                            %

What is your professional judgment regarding this student’s aptitude and preparedness for baccalaureate studies at Canisius College?

 Highly Recommend       Recommend       Recommend With Reservation       Do Not Recommend       Unable To Judge At This Time       Prefer Not To Respond

Please use the lines below for written comments you would like to provide for this applicant or enclose a separate letter if you have written one.  

|

|

|

The Higher Education Opportunity Program (HEOP) is available to New York State residents who are academically and financially disadvantaged. 

Check here if this applicant would like to be considered for HEOP.        Yes       No

|	 |
Counselor’s Signature	 Date

The School Counselor section of the Canisius Web site includes detailed information about admission policies, scholarships, visitation opportunities, and the academic profile at www.canisius.edu/counselors.

Thank you for your assistance
07/2009-30M  |  19.0910



Joint Degree Programs

Canisius offers joint degree programs in dental medicine, optometry, 
osteopathic medicine and podiatric medicine. Each of these programs 
is a seven-year combined program with students spending three years 
at Canisius and four years at the professional school level. The bachelor’s 
degree is awarded from Canisius after successful completion of the first 
year at the professional school. The professional degree (D.D.S., D.O., 
D.P.M. or O.D.) is awarded at the end of seven years.
	 To be considered for admission to a joint degree program, students 
should check the box indicating their program of interest on the 
application for admission. Students who have checked one of these 
boxes will first be considered for admission to Canisius College. The 
director of the pre-medical program will then review the academic 
records of students accepted for admission to Canisius and recommend 
eligible students to the appropriate professional school. Students being 
considered for the joint degree program with the University at Buffalo 
Dental School will be asked to schedule an interview with the director 
of admission at the dental school. Admission decisions are typically 
made by the professional schools by early April and students are notified 
of the decision prior to May 1. For more information about the joint 
degree programs, please contact the Office of Admissions at  
1-800-843-1517 or 716-888-2200.

Higher Education Opportunity Program

If you are an academically and financially disadvantaged student and 
you are a New York State resident, you may apply to be considered for 
the Higher Education Opportunity Program (HEOP). Please check with 
your school counselor for more information about HEOP and be sure to 
have your counselor check the HEOP box on the counselor portion of 
the application if you would like to be considered for the program.

Accepted Students Page

At Canisius we recognize that once you have been accepted for 
admission, you and your family will want access to as much information 
as possible as you make your decision. Visit our accepted students Web 
page at www.canisius.edu/accepted where you can:

• Pay your deposit on-line

• Register for accepted student events

• Check out our FAQ section for students and parents

• �Connect to detailed information about academic majors and programs 
and student services on campus

Notice of Non-Discrimination
Canisius College does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, religion or creed, color, sex, national or 
ethnic origin, sexual orientation, marital status, veteran’s status, genetic predisposition or carrier status, or 
disability in administration of its education policies, employment practices, admissions policies, scholarship 
and loan programs, and athletic and other school administered programs.

Merit Scholarships

Canisius College offers an extensive merit-based scholarship program  
to reward you for outstanding academic achievement. You will be  
evaluated for an academic scholarship when you are evaluated for 
admission. A separate application is not required.
	 Academic scholarships are based on your three-year cumulative 
high school average (freshman through junior year) and your highest 
SAT-I combined score (critical reading and math only) or ACT  
composite score. If you qualify for an academic scholarship at Canisius, 
you will be notified of the amount of the scholarship when you receive 
your admissions decision letter. You may also use our on-line scholarship 
calculator at www.canisius.edu/schocalc.

Prospective Student-Athletes (Division I teams only)
Register with the NCAA Initial Eligibility Clearinghouse during the fall of 
your senior year. Registration forms may be found in your school guidance 
office or on-line at www.ncaa.org under Rules & Eligibility.

All-College Honors Program

Applicants to Canisius are automatically evaluated for admission to the 
All-College Honors Program. Students who are eligible are sent an  
invitation to participate in the program shortly after they receive their 
admissions acceptance packet. Students who decide to enroll at Canisius 
and in the honors program are asked to fill out a brief on-line form  
indicating their intentions.

Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate

Canisius commends students who have challenged themselves with the 
rigor of Advanced Placement or International Baccalaureate coursework.  
These types of courses are taken into consideration when students are 
reviewed for admission and scholarships, particularly students who have 
enrolled in the International Baccalaureate diploma program.
	 Canisius awards credit to students with scores of 3 or better on 
most Advanced Placement exams. Scores must be sent directly from the 
College Board to the Office of Student Advisement once the  
student has made the decision to enroll at Canisius.
	 Students who complete the International Baccalaureate diploma 
will be awarded a maximum of 30 credit hours and will have their 
individual diploma exams evaluated as transfer credit. Credit for stan-
dard level exams will only be awarded if the student has completed the 
diploma program. Credit for higher level exams may be awarded to  
students who have not completed the diploma program. A score of 5 is 
required to be awarded credit for either type of exam. Scores must be 
sent directly from the International Baccalaureate Organization to the 
Office of Student Advisement once the student has made the decision 
to enroll at Canisius.



Tradition
The core Jesuit principles of scholarship, loyalty, and service are 
embedded in everything we do at Canisius. This means we are com-
mitted to preparing you for all aspects of your life after college and we 
are dedicated to cura personalis, a Latin term meaning “care for the 
individual”.  At Canisius, you will be much more than just a number or 
a face in the crowd.  You will be part of a community where faculty and 
administrators serve as your mentors, helping you apply your skills and 
talents in a way that will benefit the world around you.  

Quality
At Canisius, you will experience a personal learning environment. With 
an average class size of 17 and a student to faculty ratio of 12:1, it is 
easy for you to get to know the faculty and your fellow students. You 
will also be able to choose from an expansive offering of more than 
70 majors, minors and special programs, and enhance your learning 
through study abroad, internships, research, service learning and more.

Leadership
You don’t need to take our word for it. Canisius is the place where 
leaders are made and the proof is in the success of our alumni. Ninety-two 
percent of recent graduates are employed in their fields or attend graduate 
or professional schools.

Value
At Canisius, we strive to make our educational experience well within 
reach for you and your family. The college offers an extensive merit-
based scholarship program to recognize your academic achievement 
as well as many other forms of financial aid and financing options to 
help supplement the cost of your education. Ninety-eight percent of 
the Canisius Class of 2012 received financial assistance from Canisius, 
with scholarships and grants (free money) totaling approximately 77 
percent of the average award per student (as of 08/2008).

State-of-the-art
The Canisius campus offers nothing less than the best with more than 90 
technology classrooms, individual Internet connections for all students 
in Canisius residence halls and wireless access across campus. You will also 
benefit from our award-winning dining services, a cultural center that 
is an architectural gem and an athletic complex that has been hailed 
as a model for urban campuses nationwide.

Location
As a Canisius student you will be just minutes away from some of 
Buffalo, New York’s most well-known attractions, including Delaware 
Park and the Buffalo Zoo, the world-renowned Albright-Knox Art 
Gallery and the shops and eateries of Elmwood Avenue’s entertainment 
district. In addition, internships, professional sports events and the 
theater district are nearby. You can use your Canisius Metro Bus and 
Rail Pass for easy access to all Buffalo has to offer.

Nationally recognized
U.S.News & World Report consistently ranks Canisius among the top 
tier schools in the North in its America’s Best Colleges guide. 

Canisius is also included in Barrons’ Best Buys in College Education (Tenth 
Edition). Schools are given this designation due to the performance of 
their faculties, the depth and comprehensiveness of their curricula, the 
preparation of their students for lives after graduation and the prices 
they charge for their services. Less than 250 colleges and universities 
nationwide and only 17 in New York State share this designation.

Why Canisius College?


